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Title:

Introduce your topic, or ask a question.

Introduction Statement:

What is going to be explained? Or
what question will be answered. "I
want to explain how...." or "Do you
know how your watch works?"

Ordering of events and information:

Organise your information as a flow
chart to show what will be in each
paragraph. This will help you show
time order or cause and effect (Why or
How it happened). Then write your
paragraphs.

Concluding Statement:

This can be an evaluation or comment
on your explanation. It can tie up loose
ends. "Now you can see How/Why...
because..."

NB: If you add a diagram, map or
timeline you may have to refer to it and
explain it in one of your paragraphs.

Language Features:

General Nouns and Jargon. (Technical terms, related to your topic) Complex
sentences and noun groups build up the descriptions.

Passive Voice (am, is , was, be, being), no personal opinions.

Cause and effect relationships. Conjunctions of time to show when events occurred
and in what order eg. first.... second.... next.... finally. Action verbs used to explain
cause. (started by, finished with, resulted in)

Explanation is used to write about; how mechanical and technical things work or
solutions to problems, (How planes fly) events in nature, (What causes Tsunamis) or
other events (How did World War One end?).

How Does A Hot Air Balloon
Work?

Before you fly in a hot air balloon it
might be a good idea to learn how a
balloon actually stays up in the air
and more importantly how it comes
back down.

Parts of the balloon - give definitions
for the words burner, envelope and
basket.

Hot air and cold air - explain the
science of hot air rising and weighing
less than cold air.

What causes the balloon to go up.

What causes the balloon to stay up.

What causes the balloon to come
down slowly.

Now that you know how a hot air
balloon works why not give it a try?

Helpers


